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THE  GOSPEL  OF  THE  CHURCH. 


“I  therefore,  the  prisoner  of  the  Lord,  beseech  you  to  walk 
worthily  of  the  calling  wherewith  ye  were  called ,  with  all  lowliness 
and  meekness,  with  longsuffering,  forbearing  one  another  in  love; 
giving  diligence  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. 
There  is  one  body,  and  one  Spirit,  even  as  also  ye  were  called  in  one 
hope  of  your  calling;  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism,  one  God 
and  Father  of  all,  who  is  over  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  all.  But 
unto  each  one  of  us  was  the  grace  given  according  to  the  measure 
of  the  gift  of  Christ.  Wherefore  he  saith,  When  he  ascended  on  high, 
he  led  captivity  captive,  and  gave  gifts  unto  men.  ( Now  this,  He 
ascended,  what  is  it  but  that  he  also  descended  into  the  lower  parts 
of  the  earth?  He  that  descended  is  the  same  also  that  ascended  far 
above  all  the  heavens,  that  he  might  fill  all  things.)  And  he  gave 
some  to  be  apostles;  and  some,  prophets;  and  some,  evangelists; 
and  some  pastors  and  teachers;  for  the  perfecting  of  the  saints, 
unto  the  work  of  ministering,  unto  the  building  up  of  the  body  of 
Christ;  till  we  all  attain  unto  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  full  grown  man,  unto  the 
measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ;  that  we  may  be  no 
longer  children,  tossed  to  and  fro  and  carried  about  with  every  wind 
of  doctrine,  by  the  sleight  of  men,  in  craftiness,  after  the  wiles  of 
error;  but  speaking  truth  in  love,  may  grow  in  all  things  into  him, 
which  is  the  head,  even  Christ;  from  whom  all  the  body  fitly  framed 
and  knit  together  through  that  which  every  joint  supplieth,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  working  in  due  measure  of  each  several  part,  maketh 
the  increase  of  the  body  unto  the  building  up  of  itself  in  love." — 
Ephesians  IV:  i-iy. 

I. 

I  want  to  ask  you  all  as  members  of  this  Council,  to  con¬ 
sider  with  me  the  meaning  of  this  famous  passage.  It  is  the 
classical  passage  of  all  those  in  the  New  Testament  which 
treat  of,  or  bear  upon,  the  nature  and  function  of  the  Christian 
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Church.  What  is  elsewhere  either  implied,  on  the  one  hand, 
or  explicitly  stated,  on  the  other,  now  by  S.  John,  now  by 
S.  Peter,  now  by  S.  Luke,  now  by  S.  Paul  himself,  in  regard 
to  the  Society  or  Fellowship  of  believers,  is  here  fitted  together 
and  gathered  up  with  extraordinary  unity  and  fullness.  If 
we  are  looking  for  the  essence  or  substance  of  Apostolic  teach¬ 
ing  on  this  subject,  we  shall  find  it  here. 

Mark  you,  I  am  now  seeking  simply  for  the  meaning  of 
this  teaching.  I  am  not  asking  whether  it  is  true  or  false; 
whether,  that  is,  it  does,  or  does  not,  rightly  interpret  and 
express  the  mind  of  Christ.  That,  of  course,  is  the  great  and 
pressing  question, — perhaps  the  greatest  and  most  pressing  of 
all  the  religious  questions  of  the  day.  But  questions  of  truth 
must  follow,  not  precede,  questions  of  meaning.  No  man 
can  either  prove  or  disprove  what  he  does  not  understand. 
This  is  a  quite  simple  principle,  and  it  applies  everywhere. 
No  one  can  play  a  game  unless  he  knows  the  rules.  No  one 
can  test  the  accuracy  of  the  simplest  chemical  analysis  unless 
he  has  first  learned  to  read  its  symbols.  The  question  of  the 
truth,  or  the  falsehood,  of  the  Apostolic  doctrine,  or  of  any 
other  doctrine,  of  the  Church,  waits  upon  the  preliminary 
question  of  its  meaning.  We  cannot  debate  it  until  we  have 
discovered  it. 

All  this  seems  plain  and  obvious  enough.  And  yet  this 
search  with  open  minds  for  meanings,  this  effort  to  yield  our 
minds  to  some  one’s  else  thought,  is  the  very  thing  which 
most  of  us  are  least  prepared  to  do.  It  is  much  easier  to  use 
terms  than  to  define  them.  It  is  much  more  exciting  to  take 
sides  than  to  take  thought.  It  is  much  pleasanter  to  claim 
authority  (S.  Paul’s,  perhaps,  or  even  Christ’s)  than  to  sub¬ 
mit  to  it.  The  Corinthian  Christians  found  this  out,  you 
remember,  almost  the  very  day  after  their  conversion.  With 
the  greatest  ease  and  certainty  imaginable  they  formed  their 
parties  and  flung  their  banners  to  the  breezes:  “I  am  of  Paul, 
and  I  of  Apollos,  and  I  of  Cephas,  and  I  of  Christ.”*  And  all 
the  while  never  a  single  man  of  them  knew  anything  of  the 
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*  I  Cor.  1:12. 
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leader  he  had  chosen  except  his  name.  We  are  very  like  them. 
We  are  doing  just  the  same  thing,  or  are  likely  to  be  doing  it, 
before  the  day  is  done.  The  great  majority  of  controversial¬ 
ists  act  on  the  principle  laid  down  by  a  celebrated  English 
humorist,*  that  in  using  words,  one  should  always  make  them 
mean  exactly  what  one  pleases,  neither  more  nor  less. 

I  am  then  asking  of  you  something  difficult.  It  may 
mean  submitting  to  a  self-denying  ordinance.  It  will  require 
patience,  honesty  and,  above  all,  humility.  These  are  always 
hard  to  come  by.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  very  well 
worth  doing, — this  calm  unbiassed  study  of  Apostolic  teaching. 
There  is  not  a  man  of  us  who  would  not  enthusiastically  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  his  neighbor,  and,  in  his  best  moments,  to  himself, 
And  it  is  entirely  practical.  It  can  certainly  be  done.  We 
may  not  all  agree  that  S.  Paul’s  meaning,  when  we  have  found 
it,  is  the  right  meaning.  It  is  conceivable  that  he  and  his 
followers  and  fellows  misjudged  and  misrepresented  the  mind 
of  Christ.  It  may  be  true  that  what  is  sometimes  called  “the 
simple  Gospel”  is  to  be  found  higher  up  the  stream;  that  it 
became  discolored  in  its  passage  even  through  Apostolic  minds. 
Well,  let  that  remain  an  open  question.  There  need,  however, 
be  no  sort  of  question  as  to  what  he  means.  That  is  all  I  want. 

II. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  follow  the  details  or  even  the  order 
of  the  Apostle’s  thought.  I  am  not  writing  a  commentary, 
nor  working  out  an  argument.  I  shall  select  certain  luminous 
points  which  seem  to  be  the  centers  of  his  teaching,  and  which 
will  bring  us  into  vital  touch  with  its  whole  meaning. 

1. 

First,  S.  Paul  thinks  of  the  Church  as  in  a  very  special 
and  peculiar  way,  Christ’s  personal  creation.  It  is  not 
something  which  He  found  in  being  and  adapted  to  His 
purposes.  Neither  is  it  an  association  which  His  followers 


*  Lewis  Carroll:  “  Through  the  Looking  Glass.”  New  York,  1906,  p.  124. 
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devised  to  strengthen  themselves  in  their  discipleship.  No, 
it  is  Christ’s  own  personal  handiwork.  It  has  its  being  wholly 
and  purely  from  His  mind  and  will.  It  is  literally  the  Church 
of  the  Resurrection,  the  Fellowship  of  the  new  birth.  The 
Resurrection  bore  witness  to  the  reality  of  Christ’s  creative 
power.  Nothing  could  hold  Him  or  gainsay  Him,  not  even 
death.  He  was  seen  and  known  to  be  the  Lord  because  He 
had  risen  from  the  dead.  By  His  Lordship,  He  had  made  His 
Church.  That  is  the  corner-stone  of  Apostolic  thought.  The 
Church  was  in  Christ’s  mind  from  the  beginning.  The  Apostolic 
writings  make  this  point  quite  clear.  His  ministry  to  the 
multitudes  had  been  very  wonderful  and  very  moving,  but  it 
was  only  incidental.  His  words  and  works  could  never  be 
forgotten.  His  dealings  with  the  Marys,  with  Lazarus,  with 
Nicodemus,  and  the  rich  young  man  who  came  running  up 
to  Him;  His  healings  of  the  blind  and  dumb,  and  deaf;  His 
taking  little  children  in  His  arms;  His  welcome  to  the  thief 
upon  the  Cross;  especially  the  whole  story  of  that  last  great 
week,  with  the  Death  as  the  crowning  and  absorbing  incident; 
all  must  be  remembered.  Yes,  and  His  words  as  well.  The 
parables,  the  sayings,  the  sermons  and  discourses;  these  too 
must  be  treasured  up,  kept  in  memory,  written  out  for  per¬ 
manent  possession.  But  none  the  less,  all  these  were  incidental. 
His  mind  and  will  were  bent  on  something  else.  All  these 
words  and  works  were  subordinate  to  one  controlling  purpose. 
That  purpose  was  the  preparation  of  His  Church;  the  gather¬ 
ing  together  of  the  elements  which  were  to  make  it  up;  the 
laying  of  the  foundations  on  which  His  Fellowship  should  rest. 
To  this  end,  after  a  whole  night  of  prayer,  He  had  chosen  out 
of  the  motley  crowd  which  pressed  upon  Him,  twelve  men 
that  they  might  be  with  Him.  These  He  drew  into  the  closest 
kind  of  intimacy.  He  led  them  patiently  and  persistently, 
bit  by  bit,  to  understand  Him,  to  depend  on  Him,  to  be  willing 
to  yield  themselves  to  Him  in  unreserved  obedience  and  trust. 
He  took  this  little  group  of  men;  He  fashioned,  welded,  tem¬ 
pered  them  so  that  they  became  plastic  to  His  touch,  respon¬ 
sive  to  His  will,  receptive  of  His  life.  The  real  story  of  the 
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Gospel  is  the  training  of  the  Twelve.  This  was  His  aim  and 
goal;  the  thing  He  lived  and  died  for;  namely,  to  prepare 
Himself  a  Body.  Having  prepared  it,  then  He  breathed  upon 
it  with  the  Holy  Spirit  of  His  Resurrection  Life  and  it  became 
alive.  The  Church  of  Christ  then  is  Christ’s  own  beloved  and 
triumphant  handiwork,  conceived,  planned,  formed,  quickened 
all  by  Him,  completely  new  and  perfectly  unique.  It  is  His 
new  creation.* 


2. 

Next  the  Church,  which  is  the  creation,  is  also  the  King¬ 
dom  of  the  living  Christ.  In  great  things  and  in  small,  He, 
Himself,  directs  and  rules  it.  As  Head,  He  is  in  constant  super¬ 
vision  and  control.  Creation  always  implies  the  sustaining  and 
maintaining  of  what  has  been  created.  And  so  Christ  brought 
His  Church  into  being,  not  just  to  show  His  power,  but  to 
provide  an  instrument,  to  prosecute  a  plan,  to  reach  a  goal. 
He  governs,  as  King,  that  which  He  has  created  and  His  govern¬ 
ment  is  very  personal  and  intimate.  Just  as  in  former  days  he 
called  James  and  John  from  their  fisher- work  by  Galilee,  and 
Levi  from  his  tax  collecting,  so  now  He  gives  to,  and  sets  in, 
His  Church,  just  as  He  will  ‘‘some  to  be  Apostles;  and  some, 
prophets;  and  some,  evangelists;  and  some,  pastors  and 
teachers.”  Nothing  escapes  Him.  Nothing  is  too  small  for 
Him.  He  does  not  forget  little  things  and  present  needs.  He 
has  a  mind,  for  instance,  as  to  whether  Paul  shall  go  to  Bithynia 
or  over  into  Greece.  He  has  a  will  as  to  the  vexed  question  of 
circumcision  and  the  law.  The  vote  of  the  Apostolic  Council 
in  Jerusalem,  you  remember,  is  recognized  as  the  personal 
ruling  of  the  Lord,  made  known  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  f  One  can 
hardly  imagine  a  more  unapostolic  question  than  the  one  so 
many  men  are  asking  in  these  days:  “what  would  Jesus  do?” 
To  an  apostle,  this  would  have  seemed  sheer  unbelief  and  treach¬ 
ery.  Jesus  to  them  was  not  some  shadowy  Person  in  the  past, 

*  See  on  this  whole  subject,  H.  S.  Holland,  “Creed  and  Character.”  New  York, 
1887,  pp.  53-68. 

f  Acts  XV:28. 
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to  be  referred  to  with  all  due  respect,  but  with  some  doubtful¬ 
ness.  One  did  not  have  to  look  into  a  book  to  find  Him.  As 
a  matter  of  fact  there  was  no  book  to  look  into.  Rather  one 
had  to  look  up,  and  in,  and  above  all,  to  pray:  “Lord,  what 
wilt  Thou  have  me  to  do  ?”  So  they  asked,  and  so  He  answered. 
The  Church,  then,  which  Christ  has  created  is,  at  the  same  time, 
the  kingdom  which  He  rules. 


3. 

First,  then  His  creation;  secondly,  His  Kingdom;  next, 
His  fellowship  or  brotherhood.  It  is  always  as  a  brotherhood 
that  S.  Paul  and  the  other  Apostles  describe  the  character 
and  inner  nature  of  the  Church.  Its  law  and  life  is  love. 
That  love  might  have  a  veritable  home  on  earth ;  that  the  unity 
of  man  with  man  might  be  an  actual  reality;  this  is  Christ's 
whole  purpose  in  creating  and  directing.  Now  here  was  the 
most  difficult  and  desperate  undertaking  in  the  world :  this  over¬ 
coming  of  all  the  separations  and  selfishness  of  men;  this 
removal  of  all  barriers  between  race  and  race,  and  class  and 
class.  It  was  so  difficult  and  desperate  that  the  making  of  the 
Church  meant  the  crucifying  of  the  Maker.  Nothing  but  the 
Cross  could  break  down  “the  mid- wall  of  partition;”*  could 
“gather  together  into  one,  those  who  had  been  scattered; 
who  had  been,  not  a  people,  but  only  so  many  persons.  ”f  The 
Church,  therefore,  is  the  new  society  or  fellowship  of  the 
redeemed.  It  is  meant  for  the  healing  of  all  social  sores  and 
wrongs,  and  it  is  to  heal,  not  by  statutes  nor  by  legislation,  not 
by  a  great  deal  of  excellent  advice,  not  even  by  exalted  moral 
principles.  It  heals,  as  the  compelling  power  of  its  inner  life 
of  love  attracts,  and  then  absorbs  and  then  assimilates.  It 
is  not  an  organization  which  talks  about  brotherhood  or  loudly 
proclaims  its  belief  in  brotherhood.  It  is  an  actual  society  of 
brothers.  Inside  of  it  all  separating  distinctions  are  done 
away.  There  cannot  be  within  the  Church,  Greek  and  Jew, 

*  Ephes.  II:  14. 

t  P.  N.  Waggett  in  “Ideals  of  Science  and  Faith.”  Edited  by  J.  E.  Hand,  New  York, 
1904,  p.  288. 
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circumcision  and  uncircumcision,  barbarian  and  Scythian, 
bond  and  free.  That  is  S.  Paul’s  absolute  conviction.  There 
is  simply  Christ,  in  all  and  all  in  all. 

Nothing  is  more  striking,  from  one  end  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  to  the  other,  than  the  way  in  which  this  test  of  brother¬ 
hood  is  met  and  welcomed  without  fear  and  without  reserve. 
The  very  heart  and  soul  of  the  New  Gospel  is  felt  to  be,  not  the 
compassionate  benevolence  of  Christians  for  the  world  outside, 
but  the  steady,  Christlike  love  of  Christians  for  each  other. 
“By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  My  disciples  if  ye  have 
love  one  to  another.”* * * §  “We  know  that  we  have  passed  out  of 
death  into  life  because  we  love  the  brethren.”!  “That  they  all 
may  be  one,  even  as  Thou,  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  Thee, 
that  the  world  may  believe  that  Thou  didst  send  me.”J  The 
charter  of  the  Kingdom  can  be  put  into  a  single  sentence: 
“a  new  commandment  give  I  unto  you,  that  ye  love  one 
another  as  I  have  loved  you.”§  All  works  for  that  one  end. 
All  is  judged  by  that  one  test.  The  Kingdom  which  He  created, 
and  which,  having  created,  He  perpetually  governs,  has  lovers 
for  its  citizens,  and  loving  for  its  law.  It  is  a  brotherhood. 

4. 

This  brings  us  naturally  to  what  is  the  most  familiar 
and  characteristic  New  Testament  description  of  the  Church, 
namely,  that  it  is  the  Body  of  the  Lord.  S.  Paul  is  everywhere 
full  of  the  idea.  “As  the  body  is  one,  and  hath  many  members, 
and  all  the  members  of  the  body,  being  many,  are  one  body :  so 
also  is  Christ. ”^f  “Ye  are  the  Body  of  Christ,  and  severally 
members  thereof. ”j|  Two  thoughts  are  brought  together  here. 
First,  that  the  brotherhood  of  Christians  is  so  closely  knit, 
that  only  the  articulation  and  interaction  of  members  or  limbs 
in  a  bodily  organism  can  give  any  adequate  idea  of  it .  Secondly, 


*  St.  John  XIII:  35. 

1 1  St.  John  III:  14. 

t  St.  John  XVII:  21. 

§  St.  John  XIII :  34. 
If  I  Cor.  XII:  12. 

||  I  Cor.  XII: 27. 
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that  the  secret  of  this  unity,  this  vital  membership,  is  the  one 
life  that  runs  through  all,  and  enables  each  member  to  discharge 
its  proper  function.  The  biological  parallel  is  very  simple  and 
familiar.  A  body  is  marvelous  alike  in  its  diversity  and  unity. 
Nothing  more  dissimilar  in  themselves  can  be  conceived  than 
legs  and  lungs,  than  nose  and  eyes.  A  body  is  a  very  congeries 
of  opposites,  if  the  different  parts  are  merely  catalogued.  But 
yet  all  these  differences  are  actually  overcome;  all  are  knit 
and  framed  together,  bound  and  interlaced,  related  each  to 
each  and  each  to  all  with  an  extraordinary  delicacy  of  adjust¬ 
ment.  Even  as  a  lifeless  bit  of  mechanism,  a  body  is  something 
infinitely  more  than  a  lot  of  miscellaneous  pieces.  It  is  a  whole. 
But  yet  its  wholeness  is  not  at  all  the  same  thing  as  its  oneness. 
Mere  closeness  of  contact  or  conjunction  does  not  make  unity. 
Oneness,  or  unity,  is  realized  alone  in  life.  That  is  the  point. 
There  are  so  many  members,  yet  there  is  only  one  life  in  them 
all  and  through  them  all.  Therefore,  they  are  one  body.  Not 
the  fact  that  all  the  members  lie  compacted  within  a  certain 
area,  or  outline,  but  the  fact  that  all  the  members,  in  and  through 
their  immense  variety  of  operations,  come  equally  under  the 
sweep  and  sway  of  one  common  and  inseparable  life;  that  all 
live  together,  and  all  die  together,  and  live  and  die  as  one ;  that 
is  the  only  meaning,  as  it  is  the  standing  miracle,  of  unity. 
Therein  consists  that  unity  of  the  Church  which  makes  it 
verily  and  indeed  the  Body  of  its  Lord.  It  is  Christ’s  Body 
because  it  is  alive  with  Christ.  That  is  the  completing  term  of 
Apostolic  doctrine.  The  Church  which  is  Christ’s  new  creation 
and  Christ’s  Kingdom,  and  Christ’s  Brotherhood,  actually 
realizes  its  great  destiny,  and  His  great  purpose,  because  it  is 
His  Body  wherein  He,  freely  by  His  own  will  and  purpose, 
perpetually  dwells. 


5. 

So  the  Church  becomes  the  Gospel.  It  is  Christ’s  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  world;  His  word  of  love  and  life.  A  new  society, 
a  new  social  life,  an  actual  brotherhood,  in  which  all  barriers 
are  broken  down,  all  distances  annihilated,  all  alienations 
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healed:  just  as  that  is  man’s  great  need,  so  it  is  God’s  great 
purpose  and  achievement.  When  He  has  wrought  that,  He 
has  wrought  all.  Failing  in  that,  He  has  done  nothing.  But 
He  has  not  failed.  He  has  accomplished  it.  Not  by  proclama¬ 
tion,  nor  by  regulation,  nor  by  theories,  nor  by  rules  nor  maxims, 
but  by  giving  it  a  vital  start ;  by  beginning  it  in  germ ;  by  hiding 
a  bit  of  leaven  in  the  lump ;  by  sowing  a  tiny  mustard  seed  in 
fruitful  soil;  by  creating  in  living  nucleus  a  kingdom  which 
should  include  the  world.* * * §  The  Gospel  is  the  Church.  The 
two  terms  are  interchangeable.  Certainly  there  must  be 
preaching.  Certainly  messages  must  be  given  everywhere  to 
all  men,  telling  of  God  and  of  His  love  and  gifts.  But  the 
preaching  is  all  done,  and  the  messages  all  given,  simply  and 
solely  to  achieve  one  great  result,  namely,  that  the  Society  may 
be  extended,  that  the  brotherhood  may  spread,  that  limbs  may 
be  added  to  the  Body,  till  it  fill  the  world.  “The  Church  is 
not  to  be  considered  as  an  unessential  method  of  getting  out 
the  essential  message.  The  Gospel  was,  and  is,  preached  in 
order  to  create  the  Church.  ”f  For  the  Gospel  is  the  Church. 
All  the  love  and  labor,  all  the  words  and  works  of  Christ,  are, 
and  have  been  from  the  beginning,  and  shall  be  to  the  end, 
for  His  Body’s  sake,  which  is  the  Church. 

Through  the  Church,  Christ’s  Divine  Ministry  to  the 
world  is  to  be  accomplished.  Through  the  Church,  is  to  be 
made  known  unto  the  principalities  and  powers  in  the  heavenly 
places  the  manifold  wisdom  of  God.”J  Through  the  Church, 
we  all,  all  men  everywhere,  are  to  “attain  unto  a  full  growm 
man,  unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ, 
from  whom  all  the  body  fitly  framed  and  knit  together,  through 
that  which  every  joint  supplieth,  according  to  the  working  in 
due  measure  of  each  several  part,  maketh  increase  of  the  body 
unto  the  building  up  of  itself  in  love.’’  For  the  Church  which 
is  His  Body  is  also  “the  fulness  of  Him  that  filleth  all  in  all.”§ 

*  See  S.  Matt.  XIII:  31-34.  Many  other  parables  and  figures  in  the  gospels  suggest 
the  same  idea. 

t  P.  N.  Waggett  in  “Ideals  of  Science  and  Faith,”  p.  288. 

t  Ephes.  Ill  :  10. 

§  Ephes.  I  :  23. 
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So  S.  Paul  (and  with  him  is  the  consenting  witness  of  the 
whole  apostolic  band)  teaches  of  the  Church,  in  its  relation  to 
its  Head:  first,  it  is  His  new  creation;  next,  His  personal 
kingdom;  next  His  loving  brotherhood;  next,  His  living  Body, 
and  finally,  His  world-wide  missionary  Gospel. 

III. 

Now  what  shall  we  say  to  these  things?  We  have  found 
the  meaning  of  this  teaching.  What  about  its  truth  ? 

Clearly  there  is  no  compulsion  on  us  to  believe  it.  The 
truth  of  it  cannot  be  proved.  So  much  let  us  admit  quite 
openly,  without  a  shadow  of  hesitation  or  a  shade  of  pretence. 
But  no  more  can  it  be  proved,  in  the  vulgar  sense  of  proof,  that 
there  is  one  God  and  Father;  that  there  is  a  Son  of  God  made 
flesh;  that  there  is  a  life  beyond  this  life;  that  there  is  a  for¬ 
giveness  of  sins.  These  things  are  all  of  faith,  and  faith  can 
neither  wait  for,  nor  submit  to,  demonstration.  Faith  itself 
is  “the  assurance  of  things  hoped  for,  the  proving  of  things  not 
seen.”*  Faith  would  deny  itself  if  it  asked  for  proof  before  it 
made  its  venture.  Faith  always  outruns  its  evidence.  Indeed, 
faith’s  evidences  are  its  after-thoughts.  Faith  is  a  self¬ 
committal,  an  adventure,  a  sacrifice,  a  risk.  Faith  is  prepared 
to  hold  God  true,  though  every  man  be  found  a  liar.  It  stakes 
its  all  on  what  lies  beyond  sight,  and  sound  and  science.  Faith 
always  ‘  ‘  begins  in  an  experiment  before  it  can  end  in  an  expe¬ 
rience.” 

So  the  Gospel  of  the  Church,  just  like  the  Gospel  of  the 
Cross,  of  which  it  is  the  crown  and  consummation,  has  never 
forced,  can  never  force,  one  single  human  spirit  to  assent  to 
it.  There  is  not,  there  can  never  be,  any  compulsion  on  us 
to  believe  it. 

But  though  there  is  no  compulsion,  brethren,  there  is  an 
obligation.  And  we  are  known  and  judged,  not  by  our  readiness 
to  give  in  to  the  inevitable,  but  by  our  reliability  in  meeting  our 
obligations.  Not  the  yielding  of  the  intellect  to  logic,  but  the 


*  Heb.  XI  :  1. 
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yielding  of  the  heart  to  love,  and  of  the  will  to  loyalty,  is  the 
test  of  onr  manhood.  We  are,  indeed,  free  to  cast  away  this 
doctrine  of  the  Church  if  so  we  please.  But  we  are  free  only  as 
a  man  is  free  to  risk  his  life,  or  to  repudiate  his  debts.  This  is 
no  exaggeration.  It  really  represents  the  facts. 

1. 

For  consider  these  two  things.  First,  that  this  Apostolic 
doctrine  of  the  Church,  is,  in  the  true  sense,  authoritative. 
It  can  be  trusted  as  genuinely  Christian.  Those  New  Testa¬ 
ment  writers  who  teach  it  to  us,  teach  it  in  all  humility,  but  in- 
all  confidence,  as  given  to  them,  revealed  in  them,  by  Jesus 
Christ.  S.  Paul  is  very  bold  and  positive  on  this  point.  “The 
Gospel  which  was  preached  by  me,”  he  writes,  “is  not  after 
man.  It  came  to  me  through  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ.  .  .  . 

Though  an  angel  from  heaven  should  preach  any  Gospel  other 
than  that  which  we  preached  unto  you,  let  him  be  anathema.” * 
It  comes,  then,  from  a  source  very  near  the  author.  Its  author¬ 
ity  cannot  be  discriminated  from  His  own,  Who  is  the  author  of 
all  faith;  of  yours  and  mine,  such  as  it  is,  no  less  than  of  S. 
Paul’s.  And  this  Gospel  of  the  Church  really  has  no  rivals. 
It  stands  alone.  Every  other  teaching  about  the  Church  is 
simply  a  denial,  either  in  whole  or  part,  of  this  apostolic  doctrine. 
For  1500  years,  and  without  question,  it  held  the  place  which 
the  Apostles  gave  it  as  an  essential  and  inseparable  part  of 
God’s  blessed  revelation  through  His  Son.  There  were,  indeed, 
divisions  in  the  Body.  East  and  West  were  tom  asunder. 
Men  were  disputing  as  to  the  Church’s  boundaries  and  limits. 
They  were  denying  one  another’s  right  to  be  called  true  and  law¬ 
ful  members.  But  every  one  took  it  for  granted  that  to  be  a 
Christian  meant  to  be  a  Churchman.  The  authority  of  the 
Apostolic  doctrine  was  -unchallenged. 

In  these  last  400  years,  as  we  well  know,  very  many 
Christians  have  implicitly  or  explicitly  let  slip  this  teaching 
either  in  whole  or  part.  This  has  come  about  partly  by  the 
stress  of  what  seemed  an  inevitable,  if  unwelcome,  choice; 
partly,  no  doubt,  by  definite  conviction;  chiefly,  I  think,  by 


*  Gal  .1  :  11,  12,  8. 


14 


The  Gospel  of  the  Church. 


the  mere  force  of  habit  and  tradition,  by  the  accidents  of  birth 
and  training.  But  even  in  the  face  of  all  these  recent  serious 
defections,  it  still  remains  true,  that  of  all  professing  Christians 
alive  this  day,  not  less  than  three-fourths  of  them  stand  squarely 
with  the  Apostles  in  their  doctrine  of  the  Church.  And  as  to 
those  who  have,  for  one  reason  or  another,  wholly  or  in  part 
abandoned  it,  it  takes  no  carefully  trained  student  to  note  the 
peril  and  the  penalty  which  threatens  those  who  would  divorce 
the  Bridegroom  from  His  Bride;  the  Body  from  its  Head. 
As  one  reads,  even  superficially,  the  signs  of  these  last  four 
hundred  years  of  our  religious  history,  one  is  reminded  of  those 
strong  and  eager  words  of  Cyprian  of  Carthage  in  the  Third 
Century v  “He  cannot  have  God  for  His  Father  who  has  not 
the  Church  for  his  Mother.”*  These  words  have  weight,  not 
as  marking  mere  excess  of  zeal  and  loyalty,  but  because  they 
speak  a  sober  judgment,  bom  of  experience,  and  based  on 
unchanging  spiritual  laws,  and  inevitable  spiritual  processes. 

Indeed,  it  were  a  far  more  reasonable  task  to  write  the 
history7  of  our  Republic  without  a  word  of  reference  either  to 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  or  to  the  Constitution,  than 
to  describe  the  Christian  religion  without  the  doctrine  of  the 
Church.  Each  Article  of  the  Christian  Creed,  each  form  and 
element  of  Christian  worship,  each  separate  item  of  Christian 
discipline,  implies  it  and  requires  it.  You  cannot  interpret 
either  Christian  thought,  or  Christian  art,  or  Christian  litera¬ 
ture,  or,  indeed,  Christian  life  in  any  of  its  characteristic 
manifestations,  without  its  help.  If  we  cut  loose  from  it  we 
may,  indeed,  gain  freedom,  but  it  will  be  like  the  freedom  of  a 
desert — without  bread,  or  wine,  or  water;  like  the  freedom  of 
men  who,  because  “aliens  from  the  Commonwealth,”  are 
likely  to  find  themselves  “without  God  in  the  world. ”f  So 
much  for  its  authority. 

2. 

And,  secondly,  we  are  committed  to  it.  It  is  a  part,  and 
an  essential  part,  of  that  “form  of  teaching  whereunto,  ”  in 


*  Cyprian,  “De  Unitate.”  §6. 
f  Ephes.  II  :  12. 


The  Gospel  of  the  Church. 


15 


S.  Paul’s  expressive  phrase,  “we  were  delivered.”*  Whatever 
may  be  the  case  with  other  Christians,  we  at  least  are  bound  to 
believe  and  to  do  according  to  this  doctrine.  Here  is  a  clear 
case  of  obligation  voluntarily  assumed  and  openly  professed  on 
our  part,  before  God  and  men. 

It  can  be  very  simply  put.  There  are  certain  things  which 
distinguish  this  Communion  of  the  Church  to  which  we  owe 
allegiance  from  other  Communions  or  fellowships  of  Christians. 
These  points  of  difference  are  familiar  to  us.  I  need  not 
catalogue  them  nor  try  to  justify  them.  I  need  not  even  arrange 
them  in  order  of  importance.  I  am  content  to  be  quite  vague 
and  general.  My  point  is  simply  this;  that  all  of  these  distinc¬ 
tions,  whether  large  or  small,  whether  in  doctrine,  discipline 
or  worship,  are  expressions,  or  illustrations,  in  one  way  or 
another,  of  this  underlying  apostolic  doctrine  of  the  Church. 
They  are  like  the  separate  threads  and  colors  which,  in  a  cloth 
or  carpet,  interlace  and  blend  according  to  a  dominant  design. 
They  all  mean  just  one  thing:  that  we  are  Churchmen. 

The  Prayer  Book,  itself,  is  the  most  convincing  proof  of 
this.  The  Prayer  Book  is  quite  literally  a  book  which  has 
been  created  by  the  “Church  idea.”  It  would  have  been 
impossible,  it  would  be  unintelligible,  without  it.  I  am  not 
thinking  only  of  the  definite  assertions  of  Creeds  and  Collects, 
nor  of  the  Sacramental  Offices,  nor  of  the  required  observance 
of  Fast  and  Festival,  according  to  the  fixed  routine  of  the 
Church  year.  Over  and  above  all  this,  in  very  little  things, 
on  almost  every  page,  the  doctrine  of  the  Church,  drawn  from 
and  tested  by  the  apostolic  teaching,  underlies  the  words  as 
surety  as  the  paper  underlies  the  printer’s  ink.  The  Church 
idea,  that  is  the  apostolic  doctrine  about  the  Church,  colors 
and  controls  it  all. 

In  view  of  this,  I  say  quite  frankly,  that  we  stand  committed 
to  it.  I  am  quite  aware  that  outside  of  our  own  Communion, 
and  in  unexpected  quarters,  we  find  many  people  with  a  very 
high  conception  of  the  Church.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  my  own 
earliest  convictions  in  this  matter  came  from  the  teaching  of 


*  Rom.  VI  :  1 7. 
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a  great  Scotch  Presbyterian.*  On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
some  within  our  own  ranks  who  do  not  as  yet  seem  to  have 
discovered  the  Church  at  all,  either  in  the  Bible  or  the  Prayer 
Book.f  But  surely  the  fact  remains  that  we  must  hold  to  the 
principles  which  we  avow.  We  cannot  say  one  thing  and  mean 
another.  Our  moral  heritage  as  Anglo-Saxons  has  led  us  to 
lay  great  stress  upon  sincerity.  We  hold  it,  and  I  think  rightly, 
as  among  the  first  of  virtues.  Ignorance  may  explain  what 
else  would  be  disloyalty,  but  ignorance  cam  be  no  excuse  for 
those  who,  like  ourselves  here  present,  are  not  merely  “private 
members,”  but  have  been  entrusted  by  the  Church  either 
with  her  Ministerial  Commission,  or  with  a  share  in  her  Con¬ 
ciliar  Government.  We,  at  least,  are  bound  to  know  the  car¬ 
dinal  principles  of  the  Society  we  represent,  and  we  are  bound 
to  be  sincerely  loyal  to  those  principles.  We  are  committed 
to,  and  are  bound  to  stand  firmly  in,  the  faith  that  the  Found¬ 
ing  of  His  Church  was  the  chief  purpose  of  the  Incarnate 
Lord,  as  its  increase  and  fulfilment  is  the  chief  work  and  opera¬ 
tion  of  His  Holy  Spirit.  No  one  of  us,  whether  Priest  or  Lay¬ 
man,  may  suffer  his  sincerity  to  be  impugned  or  his  intelligent 
loyalty  to  be  called  in  question.  * 

We  must,  then,  be  very  thoughtful,  very  loyal,  very  de¬ 
voted  Churchmen.  Every  time  we  name  the  Church  we  must 
do  it  as  in  a  prayer  of  supplication,  or  as  in  a  psalm  of  praise. 
Every  time  we  name  it.  May  I  pause  here  to  say  a  word 
about  the  controversy  which  is  agitating  some  of  us,  as  to 
how  we  shall  best,  and  most  Christianly,  designate,  not  the 
whole  Church  (that  was  done  for  us  long  ago,  and,  I  think,  done 
once  for  all) ,  but  just  that  part  of  it  to  which  we  owe  our  per¬ 
sonal  allegiance. 

I  think  that  the  less  place  this  controversy  has  in  this 
Convention  the  better  it  will  be  for  all  of  us.  I  am  not  one 
of  those  who  would  impatiently  brush  aside  the  question  of 
the  Church’s  name  as  of  trifling  importance.  I  do  not  take 

*  W.  Milligan  ‘‘The  Ascension  of  our  Lord.”  London,  1894. 

t  Thus  a  Priest  of  this  Church,  prominent  in  a  neighboring  Diocese,  has  lately  written 
and  widely  circulated,  an  article  beginning  with,  and  based  on,  the  proposition:  ‘‘Jesus 
Christ  founded  no  Church.” 
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that  view.  Men  do  not,  through  a  long  course  of  years,  carry 
on  intense  debate  over  mere  trifles.  This  question  has  deep 
roots,  and  involves  convictions  which  are  rightly  held  of  price¬ 
less  value.  Its  solution,  very  probably,  will  have  far-reaching 
consequences,  both  at  home  and  in  the  Mission  Field.  I  grant 
that  its  importance  at  this  moment  does  not  seem  primary. 
There  are  other  things  which  just  now  are  of  greater  moment. 
The  question  of  the  Church’s  name  holds  a  place  about  half 
way  down  the  list  of  the  great  present  problems  and  respon¬ 
sibilities  which  God  seems  to  be  calling  on  us  to  consider. 
Some  things  come  before  it.  Others  would  properly  come  after 
it.  It  is  then  important,  though  its  importance  at  present 
is  not  primary. 

Just  because  it  is  important,  we  dare  not  handle  it  in  any 
violent  party  spirit,  or  in  ignorant  and  arrogant  self-confidence. 
The  present  name  is  good  or  bad,  any  suggested  substitute  is 
good  or  bad,  in  so  far  as  it  builds,  or  fails  to  build,  God’s  King¬ 
dom;  as  it  unites,  or  fails  to  unite,  His  children.  Two  things 
are  needed  then  to  justify  and  bless  us  in  our  debate  of  it.  First, 
a  pure  and  single  heart  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  men. 
Second,  a  willingness  to  learn  from  others,  and  above  all,  to 
be  led  wherever  God’s  revelation,  not  our  own  prejudice  or 
cleverness,  may  point  the  way.  Brethren,  if  this  matter  is 
important,  then  surely  God  the  Holy  Spirit  has  His  own  per¬ 
fect  and  adequate  solution.  He  waits  to  tell  us  what  that  solu¬ 
tion  is,  and  He  wills  that  we  should  find  it,  not  in  the  strife  of 
tongues,  not  by  a  bare  majority,  but  by  a  common  impulse  and 
a  common  inspiration,  which  will  result  in  a  common  act  of 
thankfulness.  It  is  this  will  of  humble  self -surrender  to  the 
mind  of  Christ  that  is  so  necessary  if  we  are  to  be  saved  from 
heavy  judgment. 

Quite  frankly,  I  think  that  we  are  not  prepared  to  “put 
away  from  us  all  bitterness  and  wrath,  and  anger,  and  clamor, 
and  evil  speaking,  to  be  kind  one  to  another,  tender  hearted 
and  forgiving,”  in  this  matter.  Rather  I  should  fear  recrimina¬ 
tion,  injustice,  thoughtlessness,  narrowness  of  sympathy, 
questioning  of  motives,  petty  desires  for  party  victories.  It 
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takes  only  a  very  little  party  spirit  to  make  men  entirely  forget 
that  they  are  brothers.  If  these  my  fears  are  realized,  I 
tremble  to  think  how  guilty  we  shall  be  with  God;  how  His 
work  in  us  will  be  let  and  hindered ;  how  our  work  for  Him  in 
those  greater  matters,  which  are  now  pressing  on  us,  will  be 
marred  and  injured,  and  the  joy  of  our  service  chilled  and  the 
voice  of  our  praises  silenced. 

Now  there  seems  no  real  necessity  laid  on  us  as  a  Conven¬ 
tion  to  expose  ourselves  at  this  time  to  this  temptation.  That 
is  my  last  point.  Personally,  I  expect  to  find  strongly  operative 
in  the  General  Convention  next  October  these  same  considera¬ 
tions  which  I  have  been  here  urging  upon  you.  Personally,  I 
think  it  is  entirely  unlikely  that  the  General  Convention  will 
vote  to  change  our  name.  Personally,  in  view  of  what  seems  to 
be  the  mind  and  temper  of  the  Church,  I  should  very  strongly 
feel  that  to  change  our  name  at  this  time  was  inexpedient. 
But  even  if  the  coming  General  Convention  does  vote  to 
change  the  name,  I  would  remind  you  that  the  final  decision 
by  the  Church  must  wait  for  three  more  years,  or  until  the 
General  Convention  of  1916.  At  the  very  least,  even  if  the 
entirely  unexpected  happens,  we  shall  have  these  three  years 
to  think  and  pray  and  take  counsel  with  each  other.  There 
seems  no  real  necessity,  then,  that  at  this  time  we  should  take 
the  matter  up.  Certainly,  the  Church  itself  has  laid  no  such 
necessity  upon  us. 

In  view  of  all  these  things,  I  could  wish  that  we  might  be 
spared  the  consideration  of  this  subject  at  this  time.  But, 
if  this  is  not  possible,  then  let  us  pray  our  Lord  that,  in  whatever 
consideration  we  do  give  to  it,  we  may  not  give  Him  cause  to 
“cast  us  away  from  His  Presence,”  nor  to  “ take  His  Holy  Spirit 
from  us.” 


IV. 

Brethren,  the  very  air  about  us  seems  to  be  charged  with 
heavenly  influences,  to  be  full  of  holy  voices,  calling  on  us  to 
forget  ourselves,  to  remember  only  Him  “who  loved  us  and 
washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us 
Kings  and  Priests  unto  God  and  His  Father.” 
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We  are  still  in  the  shadow  of  Ascension  Day.  Only  last 
Thursday  we  were  once  more  crowning  Him  as  Lord  and  King. 
The  King  is  waiting  for  His  Kingdom,  waiting  to  see  of  the 
travail  of  His  soul  and  to  be  satisfied.  The  Kingdom  is  waiting 
for  its  King.  China  is  crying  out  for  Him,  and  Japan,  and 
India,  and  Africa,  and  our  own  dear  land — in  city  and  in  coun¬ 
try — and  our  young  men  and  our  maidens.  Even,’  door  is 
open.  His  whole  creation  is  groaning  and  travailing  in  pain 
together  till  He  comes  to  heal  it.  And  above  all,  our  King  waits 
for,  and  calls  to  us.  He  comes  here  and  now  to  visit  us  with 
His  Salvation  in  His  Holy  Sacrament  of  Union.  Brethren, 
He  loves  His  Church ;  He  gives  Himself  for  it ;  He  would  sanc¬ 
tify  and  cleanse  it  ‘  ‘  that  He  may  present  it  to  Himself  a  glori¬ 
ous  Church,  not  having  spot  or  wrinkle  or  any  such  thing, 
but  holy  and  without  blemish.”  That  is  why  He  comes  down 
to  bless  us,  or  rather  why  He  lifts  us  up  to  worship  Him  “with 
angels  and  archangels  and  all  the  company  of  Heaven.”  Shall 
we  say  Him  nay?  Shall  we  resist  and  grieve  His  Holy  Spirit? 
Shall  we  not  rather  with  hearts  uplifted,  and  with  souls  and 
bodies  laid  upon  His  Altar,  look  up  to  Him  and  say  ‘‘Even  so, 
come,  Lord  Jesus”? 


